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The Cimbri Nation of Jutland, Denmark and the
Danelaw, England: A Chronological Approach Based
on Diverse Data Sources

David K. Faux

What follows is a voyage of discovery, with the goal of assembling widely scattered facts
to accurately record the story of one of Europe’s most misunderstood people of the early
historic era – the Cimbri. To meet this goal, the present study will trace the antecedents
and descendants of the Cimbri, who reside or resided in the northern part of the Jutland
Peninsula, in what is today known as the County of Himmerland, Denmark. They
comprised one element of the Danish Vikings who during the 9th to 11th Centuries
migrated to the eastern part of England known as the Danelaw. As we shall see,
problems in accomplishing this task are somewhat daunting. For example, there are
inconsistencies in datasources, and highly conflicting viewpoints expressed by those
interpreting the data. These difficulties can be addressed by a careful sifting of diverse
material that has come to light largely due to the storehouse of primary source
information accessed by the power of the Internet. Historical, archaeological and genetic
data will be integrated to lift the veil that has to date obscured the story of the Cimbri.

Origins of the Cimbri – German or Celt?: Before delving into the topic in any depth it is
essential to clear up one matter which seems to have created the largest swirl of
controversy – were the Cimbri Germans or were they Celts? Since they resided in the
heart of the northern Germanic, southern Scandinavian region the answer should be
obvious, however what seems apparent may only be an illusion.

During the events of 113 to 101 BC, where the Cimbri became the scourge of lands
bordering on the Roman Empire, their tribal confederation included the Teutones and the
Ambrones, and subsequently the Celtic Helvetii and other Celtic associates. The name
Teutones isenigmatic, but most commonly assumed to imply “the people, tribe, or race”
in Celtic languages (e.g., tuatha in Irish). The king of the Teutones in 101 BC was
Teutobod, “bod” (badb in Irish) being Celtic for raven (Rankin, 1987) – suggesting a
Celtic origin of these people. Their other companions were the Ambrones, a Gallic tribe
according to Festus. Amb- is a very common Celtic tribal and forename prefix. Markale
(1976) wrote that the Cimbri, were associated with the Helvetii, and more especially with
the indisputably Celtic Tiguri (p. 40. As will be seen later, these associations may link to
an ancestry in common, recalled from two hundred years previous. Also, all the known
Cimbri chiefs had Celtic names including, Boiorix (King of the Boii), Gaesorix (King of
the Gaesatae who were Alpine Celtic mercinaries), and Lugius (after the Celtic god
Lugh). Hubert (1934) states, All these names are Celtic, and they cannot be anything else
(Ch. IV, I). He provides much more information on this and other relevant matters using
a balanced and clearly unbiased approach. However some authors take a different
perspective. For example, Wells (1995) states, without any reference, that the Cimbri,
originally from Denmark, the Cimbric peninsula, are certainly not Celts, though their
personal names too are transmitted through classical writers in a Celtic form (p. 606).
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The Gundestrup Cauldron, discovered in a peat bog in Cimbri territory, is a testament to
Celtic life in every detail, including the bloodletting ceremony directly involving
priestesses and performed over a huge cauldron. Posidonius, an early chronicler of the
Cimbri, who was 22 years old when they appeared on the world’s stage in 113 BC, gives
verbal descriptions identical to the visual details on the Cauldron. The Cimbri also
venerated the cauldron (e.g., at the time of Augustus calling it their most “precious
possession”), which, along with the above, clearly indicate Celtic not Gemanic cultural
and behavioral characteristics.

Some of the Classical authorities who stated clearly that the Cimbri were Celts include
Posidonius of Apamea, Florus, Appian (e.g., those Celts who they call Cimbrians),
Diodorus Siculus, Dio Cassius, and Orosius. However Ritson (1827) explored the
writings of most of the Classical authors and concluded that, the Teutons and Cimbri
were nations of Germany, and without the slightest pretensions to a Celtic origin (p.
260). Smith, writing his “Dictionary of Greek and Roman Geography” in 1854 argues
that they are Celtic, and for example their armor and customs as described in Classical
sources were not Germanic. In 1877 Rawlinson wrote a very well researched monograph
entitled, “On the Ethnography of the Cimbri” which was presented to the
Anthropological Institute. He specifically acknowledged that there were two theories of
origins – Germanic and Celtic. He outlines the essentials of each, and provides 6 lines of
evidence (e.g., their manner of making war; the documented participation of their women
in battle) that point strongly to the Cimbri being Celtic. He believes that some of the
opinions in favor of a German origin come from prejudices of Germans who would rather
that the famous Cimbri (who lived among Germanic people) were culturally and
biologically German.

It appears that there is resistance shown by some modern writers to believing that there
could be a large Celtic enclave among the Germanics. In atlases of the Celts not one
chooses to put an “inconvenient” blotch of color on the Jutland Peninsula far removed
from the Celtic homeland – yet have no difficulty in circumscribing a region in modern
Turkey (Galatia) where three Celtic outlier tribes of the Iron Age are placed. Virtually
every author falls into this trap. An example is Konstam (2003) in his “Historical Atlas of
the Celtic World”. On page 26 he calls the Cimbri “a proto-Celtic culture” and in the rest
of the book calls them “Germanic”. On the map of migrations in the chapter “Celtic
Origins” he shows an arrow from the proto - Celtic territory circa 1000 BC heading north
to the tip of the Jutland Peninsula and labels this, “Slav – German Migrations”. Some
recent authors, via maps included with the text, appear to acknowledge the migration of
Alpine peoples to Denmark in La Tene Celtic times (e.g., 500 BC). However they appear
reticent to explain the northward pointing arrows. An example is the monumental work,
“The Celtic World” edited by Green (1995) with an arrow (unexplained) from the La
Tene Celtic territory to Northern Jutland (p. xxiv). In 1851 Latham wrote, the supposed
presence of Kelts in the Cimbric Cheonese [Jutland] has complicated more than one
question in ethnography (p. clix). It appears that the rationale is that the Cimbri were in
such an isolated pocket, so it is best to simply ignore their Celtic origins - but ironically
chapters on their migrations appear in most books pertaining to the Celts.
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There are interpretive problems that have beset inquiries over the years. One problem is
that in the earlier days the term “Germani” had yet to be coined and all north of the Alps
were known simply as barbarians or Celts. Perhaps the best evidence is from Appian of
Alexandria who wrote his “History of Rome: The Gallic Wars” about 130 AD. Here he
discusses “Gauls”, “Celts” and “Germans”. Of the Cimbri he said they were a most
numerous and warlike hoarde of Celtic tribes (Epit.2), whereas Ceasar overcame the
Germans under Ariovistus (Epit.3).

If there is one single source that could be considered to be the most comprehensive in
terms of the historical period as it relates to the Celts it would have to be Henri Hubert’s
meticulously referenced, “The Greatness and Decline of the Celts” (1934). One chapter
focuses on the relationship between the Celts and Germanics and the blurring of
distinctions between the two. He provides carefully reasoned arguments that even though
many Belgae tribes called themselves Germans, this was not correct – they were Gauls
who often came from east of the Rhine. He also affords sufficient evidence for readers to
conclude on their own whether the weight of evidence best supports the Celtic or
Germanic hypothesis in relation to the Cimbri. He also assembles a great deal of
information on each Celtic tribe – which is something seldom seen in other works. Other
authors add further confirmation, such as Starcke (1968) who noted that in the ancient
home of the Cimbri, Himmerland, there is clear proof of bull-worship, which is not
known to have been practiced by other Teutonic tribes (p. 56). This is depicted in
graphic detail on the Gundestrup Cauldron (discovered in a bog in Himmerland) which
provides evidence of bull sacrifice and cult activity (more on this later). This viewpoint
is echoed by the Danish Ministy of Foreign Affairs publication (1981) in the evidence
they have assembled.

Herm (1976) goes to some length in an attempt to clear up the outstanding questions. He
interprets Strabo’s statements (see later for details) in light of the meaning of the word
“Germani” at the time it was used. The useage did not mean what it does today. Strabo
stated, Thus I imagine that the Romans who lived in Gaul called them ‘Germani’ because
they want to indicate that they were the ‘authentic’, the real Celts. Germani means in
their language ‘genuine’ in the sense of ‘original’. Herm concludes, the Cimbri were the
very heart of that family. They were the most Celtic of the Celts (p. 67).

Thierry (1828) wrote what is arguably one of the most comprehensive studies of the
Gauls. He marshaled considerable evidence to assert in his introduction that, The word
Cimbri thus indicated one of the branches of the Gallic population, and this branch had
colonies in Cisalpine Italy; but was already recognized before the existence of Gallic
colonies in the Transapline region; the Gallic population of Italy was thus divided in two
distinct branches, Galls and, Cimbri or Kinbri (translation from text in French).

Hence it is concluded that the original or early Cimbri were both culturally (at least at one
time) and genetically a Celtic isolate within a sea of Germanic and Scandinavian people.
Hence they were more similar genetically to the La Tene Celts of Switzerland and tribes
such as the Helvetii. They may have born scant resemblance to the Germanic Danes
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who, circa 500 AD, apparently absorbed the Jutland Peninsula into their territory with the
result being that the Cimbri lost their ethnic – tribal identity and became an apparently
indistinguishable part of the Danish fabric (see below for a more detailed analysis).

The Language of the Cimbri: That the Cimbri spoke a Celtic language is attested to by
the reports of Pliny the Elder (circa 77 AD) who stated that Philemon wrote that, the
Cimbris word Morimarusa means the Dead Sea, as far as the Promentory of Rubeas,
beyond which they name it the Cronian Sea (“Naturalis Historiae”, Libri IV, xiii, line
95). The word “Morimarusa”, referring to the Baltic Sea, is composed of ‘muir’ and
‘marbh’ in Q-Celt Irish; ‘mor’ and ‘maro’ / ‘marw’ in P-Celt languages such as Breton
and Welsh. Importantly, there is no Germanic word in any dialect that would even
approximate these root elements (Wikipedia entry for “Cimbri”). Furthermore, Thierry
(1828) notes that ‘crwnn’ means coagulated or frozen, and in Gallic, cronn has the same
meaning; Murchroinn equals ‘icy sea’. It seems that there is no argument, these are
Celtic words – apparently Gaulish Celt. There is even a hint here as to how long the
Cimbri may have resided in the Baltic region. In the Wikipedia entry for “Cimbri” the
author says, it is at any rate more probable that the North Sea and the Baltic would be
considered ‘dead’ and ‘frozen’ by Central Europeans than by Scandinavians living by
and from the sea. This suggests that the Cimbri had a more recent rather than deep
history of occupation in the region when Philemon wrote his geography (about 325 BC as
we will see later). Other evidence as to the language spoken by the Cimbri can be seen in
the actions of the Roman intelligence service of Marius, run by Sertorius, which sent
spies who spoke Gaulish Celtic into the Cimbri camp in 101 BC. They were able to
understand the language of the Cimbri so they could report back details of importance to
their masters (Hubert, 1934).

The meaning of the name Cimbri, according to some sources, derives from kimme (rim)
and thus “people of the coast”. As will be described later, some consider that Cimbri =
Cimmeri (the Cimmerians being an ancient people who “disappeared” from Western Asia
about 800 BC). There is a 600 or so year gap between the historical documentation
relating to each, time enough for dialect changes although linguists view as likely Cimbri
changing to Cimmeri rather than the other way around via Grimm’s law with mb
morphing to mm (Markale, 1976). Furthermore, there are different variants of Celtic,
other than Q-Celt (e.g., Irish) and P-Celt (e.g., Welsh and Gaulish). Those
knowledgeable about the language(s) such as reported in the Encyclopedia Britannica
1911 state that what is found as an mm sound in Welsh would be mb in other forms of
Celtic so that in Welsh “cymmer” is equivalent to “combor” in Old Irish (the latter on a
time scale being an earlier version of Celtic) and means “confluence of brooks”.
However to the Germans the Cimbri were “raiders” or “plunderers”. Perhaps this arises
from the Celtic word (reflected in the Old Irish version) of, cimb, a tribute or ransome,
and cimbid, a prisoner. This would also fit with the etymology suggested by Festus
‘Cimbri lingua gallica latrines dicuntur (the Cimbri are called Brigands in the Gallic
language)’ (Markale, 1976, p. 40). Some sources note that the Welsh term for
themselves is Cymri that in Brythonic (P-Celt) means, “companions” or “tribesmen”.
One expert offers an opinion that Cimbri might relate to Kom-roghes, which in General
Celtic signifies, "the fellow countrypeople" (Gavin-Hauser, personal communication,
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2007). This would perhaps relate to their status as kin to the Teutones (who resided near
them, were their allies in the famous campaign of 113 to 101 BC), and whose name
means “the people” in all Celtic languages. The Cimbri may be an offshoot of the
Teutones who are first mentioned by name in 325 BC, only to be eclipsed later by their
apparent progeny – or parent stock (see later).

The First Contemporary Recording of the Name Cimbri: During his voyage of about 325
BC to the Baltic Sea, Pytheus (actually those who quoted him as the work is lost) only
recorded meeting the Teutones. Therefore the Cimbri may have split from the Teutones
during this interval and became their “fellow countrymen”. There is some evidence that
the name Cimbri may have been used by Celts who, with their Illyrian allies, attacked the
Greek shrine at Delphi in 279 BC (a matter discussed at some length later). However the
specific name of “Cimbri” as a “tribal group” does not occur in any contemporary record
until 113 BC when reports reached the Romans that they were harrying the Scordisci
around Belgrade, and the Illyrian Celtic Noricans in the Salzburg area. The first recorded
battle with the Romans was at Noreia south of modern Klajenfurt where the Cimbri
annihilated the Roman army of Papirius Carbo. The Cimbri were on the map (e.g., Herm,
1976). We will see later, however, that there is strong evidence that the Cimbri were
embedded in much earlier records.

Genetic Correlates: The present work was precipitated by the finding of a particular
genetic marker along the Y-chromosome known as S28 (therefore placing individuals in
a phylogenetic category known as R1b1c10), in England – but only in what was in the
10th Century known as the Danelaw. This region is located along the east coast from
Essex and East Anglia north to beyond the Humber River in Northumbria, and includes
the “5 Boroughs” such as Nottingham in what was Mercia. The author is one of the men
who test positive for the S28 marker, and whose ancestors back to the beginnings of
written records for the area were wealthy landowners living in a region of East Anglia
surrounded by Danish place names.

S28 is a single nucleotide polymorphism (SNP) discovered by EthnoAncestry in 2005
(yet published independently in 2007 by Sims et al. who called the marker U152) as a
subclade of M269 or R1b1c. This SNP (also called a Unique Event Polymorphism or
UEP) involves a change where a spot mutation occurred, in this case, an Adenine
replacing the ancestral Guanine nucleotide base, on the Y-chromosome of one man,
thousands of years ago. This man’s ancestors carried a “regular” R1b1c motif (would
test positive for the standard defining M269 marker but not S28) on the Y-chromosome.
However, all of the descendants of this man will have the harmless but informative
change and thus will also possess the same mutation.

The geographical distribution of the marker is interesting and striking. To date it has
only been seen in a band in the east from Greece through Poland, Alpine Germany, Italy,
Switzerland (the Alpine Region, ancestral home of the Celtic Helvetii, being a “hotspot”)
and west to the Bay of Biscay in France – all consistent with the range of the La Tene
Celts of the Iron Age. It has not been observed to date in either Iberia or Ireland. It
appears that S28 and another recently discovered marker, S21, are mirror images of each
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other. S28 is the most frequently occurring haplogroup in Switzerland, whereas the same
holds for the S21 marker in Friesland (Northern Holland) according to the preliminary
research of EthnoAncestry as well as Myers et al. 2007 (who term the marker M405).

In a small research sample of those identified as R1b1c from all regions of Norway, the
subclade marker S28+ (R1b1c10) was found immediately north of Jutland in Southeast
Norway, but was not observed elsewhere in the country (where S21-R1b1c9
predominates among those who are in the R1b1c category according to this, albeit small,
sample), and only a single S28+ example was found in a much larger sample from
Friesland, west of the Jutland Peninsula on the North Sea.

General map of Denmark, with the Jutland Peninsula on the left, Skagen south to the German border.

The Danelaw was settled by Danish Vikings beginning circa 880 AD, and since the main
staging area for the invasions of England was Limfjord within former Cimbri territory,
doubtless some unknown percentage of these invaders would have carried the S28
marker. The impact of this statement will carry more weight when a genetic study of the
Jutland Peninsula is completed. This topic will be revisited later.

What follows is a work in progress, a draft that will be refined as new evidence continues
to emerge. The approach is chronological. The first section explores early
archaeologically defined cultures with the goal of determining when windows of
opportunity were open for the Cimbri to have migrated to the Jutland Peninsula, and so
posit the most likely location of their ancestral home or homes.
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Timeline for Jutland, Denmark and Central Europe

BC – Early Prehistory

Modern Cro – Magnon humans have been in the western most reaches of Europe (e.g.,
Portugal) for 35,000 or more years, as reflected in the archaeological assemblages found
extending from the Asian homeland, westward, and known as the Aurignacian Culture.
Here, though, a major disruptive force in the genetic “landscape” was the Ice Ages,
where most of Scandinavia, for example, was covered by over a mile thick mantle of
glacial ice. In speaking about the Franco – Cantabrian Refugium (in Southern Spain and
France) Achilli et al. (2004) discussed, the major climatic changes that have occurred
since the arrival of the first modern humans. In particular, the early Paleolithic
populations of Northern and Central Europe either became extinct or retreated to the
south during the Last Glacial Maximum (LGM) ~20 kya, and there was a gradual
repeopling from southern refuge areas only when climatic conditions improved, from ~15
kya. This group used mtDNA (mitochondrial, direct line female lineage) evidence, but
looking at the Y-chromsome data, there is general agreement that after about 15,000
years ago there was a major radiation of haplogroup M269-R1b1c* from this refugium to
Northern and Central Europe and as far east as Asia (in a sense backtracking along the
pathways of their Asian forebearers). Whether there were Italian, Balkan, and Anatolian
havens for M269 is not known. There is a strong negative cline from western regions
(such as Ireland where the majority of males are R1b1c*), to east (e.g., Poland) where
percentages of the population begin to drop below 10% (Semino et al., 2000). Two
recently discovered Y-chromosome markers, which are “downstream” variants of R1b1c,
likely emerged after the dispersal since they have not been found in Iberia or Ireland to
date. These include S21-R1b1c9 (being the predominant variety in Holland, Northern
Germany and Scandinavia), and S28-R1b1c10 (being the predominant type in Eastern
and Central Europe, particularly the Alpine regions) with little territorial overlap. There
will be more information on the genetic findings later as they are key to understanding
the “place” of the Cimbri in the history and prehistory of Europe.

Mesolithic Age: 8300 - 3900 BC:

At the end of the Younger Dryas “cold phase” (8300 BC) the climate in what is today
Denmark permanently moderated (from Tundra – like conditions). The early pioneer
reindeer hunters, and the hunter – gatherer Maglemosian Culture (circa 6800 to 5400
BC), both of which may have largely been Y-chromosome M269-R1b1c*, were in turn
replaced by the Ertebolle Culture which lasted until 3900 BC, and may have been largely
S21-R1b1c9 peoples. The latter were characterized by an ocean fisher (largely oyster,
but also fishing, whaling and sealing) economy, with the only agriculture being
harvesting of local grains. A small village site on the Limfjord epitomizes this culture;
that appears to have experienced a not entirely peaceful transition from the previous
culture (arrowheads have been found embedded in skeletons and cannibalism was
practiced). Earthenware pots, flint axes, and an apparent necklace of 22 animal teeth
show evidence of early sacrificial deposits in wetlands. Burials were inhumations,
cremation, as well as a boat burial.
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In Central Europe the Western Linear Pottery Culture (Early Danubian Culture; Incised
Ware Group), contemporary with the Ertebolle Culture, is the major archaeological
horizon, with the area of highest concentration of sites being the Middle Danube. This so
– called LBK Culture of agriculturalists appears to have been compressed or dispersed
due to the probable invasions of later Indo – Europeans.

Map of Major Archaeological Cultures in Europe 5500 – 4500 BC.

Neolithic Age: 3900 – 1700 BC

By 3900 BC the sea levels had risen to cut the earlier land bridge to the British Isles and
the island and fjord environment seen today in Denmark emerged. The lands comprising
Denmark and proximal areas of Sweden show no cultural relationship to the lands of
other regions. Two “archaeological cultures” predominate in Central Europe (Rossen
Culture) and Northern Europe (Funnelbeaker Culture). The variant in what is today
Denmark and surrounds is known as the Trichterbecher Culture or “TRB”. Here the
skulls of animals have been found surrounding funnelbeaker pots (which contained a fish
soup residue; and in one case 13,000 amber beads from a site along Limfjord) and sunk
in lakes. At Djursland, Jutland a 50 by 10 meter platform of wood pieces juts out into a
marsh and is associated with pottery vessels and flint axes. The southern extension of
this culture is Poland and Bohemia, and north as far as Oslofjord. Later this territory
would become somewhat truncated to form the Jastorf Culture. Animal husbandry and
the growing of wheat and barley are characteristic. In Central Europe the Rossen Culture
(which emerged out of the Western Linear Pottery Culture) remained generally far from
the coastal areas, a characteristic shared by the Celtic Hallstatt Cultures that were to come
later. Both groups built “Hunebeds” or megalithic tombs (large stones covered with
earth) to house their dead.
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Map showing Rossen and TRB Cultures 4000 – 3500 BC.

Nomadic Indo – European peoples (e.g., proto – Celtic), probably from the east,
colonized large parts of Europe about 3500 BC, settling among the proposed M269-
R1b1c* descendants of the Neolithic farmers and the Paleolithic hunter – gatherers in the
north. They appear to have taken over the lands of a large percentage of the Rossen
people via a sweep from the Southeast.

The Rossen Culture (LBK) in Central Europe is “compacted” or perhaps “dispersed”
such that by 3500 BC and immediately north of the Alps is the LBK Culture. This
configuration encompasses the heartland of the later Hallstatt – La Tene Culture, and is
the proposed homeland of S28-R1b1c10, one of the most common haplogroups in the
region today.

Map of the TRB (Scandinavian) and LBK (Rossen, Central Europe) Cultures 3500 BC.
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The Lengyel Culture poised between the Balkans and Scandinavia may have been the
major source population for M253-I1a (which would later predominate in Scandianvia).
The Yamna people of the Pontic steppes are a likely source of M17-R1a1 which would
ultimately come to make up about one third of Scandinavian Y-chromosomes (less than
10% in Denmark).

It is also at this time (3500 BC) that the Balkan – Danubian Complex has moved from
the Thracian area of the Black Sea to what would become Austria and merged almost
seamlessly into the Corded Ware Horizon (Culture) (or becomes same) overlapping in the
eastern tier around the Danube River directly above the Adriatic Sea by 3200 BC. It is
interesting that Cruciani et al. (2007) determined a date of 3300 BC for an expansion to
the northwest of two genetic Y-chromosome haplogroups from the Balkan Region. Both
E3b (M78 – V13) and J2 (M12), originating in the Balkans, apparently diffused into
Northwest Europe at this time. It is unknown at present whether other haplogroups
accompanied them; although the relative scarcity of E3b and J2 in Northern Europe today
may indicate that they were minority groups. They are candidates for those who
introduced agriculture to the northern regions. A more numerically significant group in
Europe, haplogroup I in the form of P37-I1b1 and M223-I1b2 is believed to have
originated in the Balkan – Thracian area (Vincha Culture) and perhaps the latter two
groups migrated with E3b and J2 to the Northwest, their ranks being thinned with
distance from the homeland.

Between 3200 and 2300 BC the Corded Ware / Single Grave / Battle Axe Culture was
ubiquitous over Northern Europe to Belgium and across the Northern tier of the Alps and
introduced metals to these regions. It is contemporaneous with the Funnelbeaker (or
Beaker) Culture (2800 – 1900 BC) and its successor (with a reliance on cattle),
associated with but not identical to the Corded Ware Culture (who were dependant on
sheep). The latter groups were noteworthy particularly for the battle axes (apparently
used for this purpose as many crushed skulls for all ages and sexes have been found in
this time frame) found in the graves of males. In speaking of the Single Grave Culture in
Denmark, while acknowledging that dramatic cultural changes were evident, Jensen in
his, “The Prehistory of Denmark”(1982), is adamant that no folk migration is needed to
explain the data, and that this tradition emerged out of the Beaker Culture among local
peoples. As a matter of fact, Jensen does not give any consideration to the possibility of
any migration to Denmark from 2800 BC to modern times – assuming instead that all
facts can be explained by cultural diffusion (although not using this term). He
acknowledges that this is a minority view, and it is not one shared by authors such as
Kristiansen in her, “Europe Before History” (1998), which integrates Denmark into a the
wider context of events happening across Europe, who sees migrations in this era as
playing, a much larger role than has been accepted in recent years (p. 2), and further that
observed changes “like that of the Jutlandic Single Grave / Battle Axe culture in the
Middle Neolithic, were due to migrations of new people and for the next 1000 years these
new traditions remained intact against the general background of the surrounding Nordic
culture until integrated into Bronze Age culture (p. 422).
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To add to the complexity, the region from the Alps above the Adriatic (from Vienna on
the Danube) northwest to the eastern – most part of the North Sea is called the Global
Amphora Culture (3400 – 2800 BC) – overlapping with the Corded Ware Culture but the
people raising primarily pigs not cattle. Furthermore in the east among the Yamna and
successor cultures would be M17-R1a1 people originally from the Eurasian steppes who
may have added more M17-R1a1 to the mix via input from the steppe regions, and north
to Scandinavia as the third major grouping found there today (hence I1a, R1b1c9,
R1b1c*, and R1a1).

Map of Corded Ware and Globular Amphora Cultures 3400 – 2800 BC.

The Beaker Culture now arrives on the scene about 2800 to 1900 BC and includes the
area occupied by the above Global Amphora Culture, but extending well to the west to
include Iberia and the British Isles. Although lacking direct evidence, this group is
believed to be a likely a proto - Celtic culture and probably spread by cultural diffusion
(e.g., any of the few R1b1c10 or R1a1 in for example Britain there could be better
explained by referring to later documented Viking incursions).

Beaker Culture 2800 – 1900 BC.
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Bronze Age: 2300 - 900 BC in Central Europe / Nordic Bronze Age 1800 - 500 BC

2300 BC marks the approximate beginning of the Unetice Culture (emerging out of the
Beaker folk group) found on both sides of the Elbe River to the Baltic Sea in what is
today the Czech Republic, Western Poland and Germany. They represent a fusion of the
Battle Axe and Beaker traditions and are considered by many to be proto – Celtic. It is
this Unetice group that introduced bronze objects to the region and made prestigious
objects mainly for the elite of the area and mainly as status symbols. Many of these
bronze objects ended up as votive offerings in bogs. At Gallemose near Randers, Jutland
are 12 kilograms of bronze objects such as wagon parts and rings apparently made
somewhere south of the Baltic, as well as other items such as axes locally made from
Britain or Central Europe. What is interesting, especially in relation to the finds in
Jutland, is that some in the Unetice group used hollowed out tree trunks for burial, a
characteristic as we shall see which is also found in Jutland in areas later known to be
Cimbri territory. It may not be stretching the evidence too far to see these people as the
putative ancestors of the eastern Hallstatt – La Tene Celts proposed to be predominantly
R1b1c10, and ultimately spawning the group that became the Cimbri. The present study
proposes that the majority of the genetic haplogroups present at this date (2300 BC) in
Jutland would have been I1 (mostly a, but an unknown percentage of the b1 anmd b2
varieties) and R1b1c9 with a sprinkling of R1a1; and a modicum (e.g., 6% each) of E3b
and J2 representing migrants who may have arrived with the early agriculturalists from
the Balkans.

In a detailed study of this time (the Late Neolithic, Early Bronze Age) period, Vankilde
(2005) concluded that Northern Jutland (as opposed to other parts of Denmark and
Scandinavia) experienced a rapid influx of goods of foreign origin about 2350 BC, which
accords perfectly with the date given to the beginning of the Unetice Culture. The author
asserts that, such objects of copper and gold tend to be particularly frequent in the
Beaker region of northern Jutland, where the local fine – ware pottery of Beaker
derivation shows links with the Veluwe group at the Lower Rhine (p. 28). Vankilde does
not believe that the evidence suggests any large – scale movement of people, only the
migration of a limited number of foreign individuals, posessing knowledge of metallurgy,
to the region of Limfjord. Vankilde emphasizes that the Beaker group in Northern
Jutland is a form of cultural island within the Jutland Peninsula (see later discussion of
the Cimbri as a cultural / genetic isolates), close to a source of high quality flint, with
more in common with the Rhenish group than the British Isles. One fact is abundantly
clear – that the metals (raw materials) were not available nearby and had to be
transported from a minimum of 800 kilometers away (Levy, 1995).

It is interesting and perhaps significant that there is a regional cluster of objects known as
“amber spacer - plates” that are found in the Unetice homeland, and the distribution
extends to northern Jutland. These items have been dated from 1700 to 1450 BC
(Kristiansen, 2001). This illustrates clearly the close connections between the region that
would later become the “Celtic homeland” of Central Europe and the territory of the
Cimbri. This pattern is precisely what is seen in Scarre (Ed., 1991) with the “cruciform
broaches” that are dated circa 500 AD and seen only in England where they are widely
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distributed especially in the east) and Friesland, Saxony and the area where the Angles
lived prior to their migration to England. In the latter case this reflected in an actual
migration as many of the villages on the Continent became deserted at this time. It is
possible that in the former instance (Unetice link) there may have been some migration as
well. Until ancient Y-DNA studies are undertaken for this region, all at present is in the
speculative domain.

The Unetice Culture (Aunjetitz / Lusatian Culture) and Nordic Circle Culture shown in relation to other
traditions

Between 1600 and 1200 BC the Tumulus Culture dominated Europe and emerged from
the Unetice Culture. This group was named after practice of burying their dead under a
mound. Early in this stage there is no evidence of immigration or disruptions in trade.
Soon, however, a significant disruption occurred via a migration of “higher civilizations”
from the Southeast that appears to have led to a merging of the two cultural horizons.
These nomadic peoples apparently entered Jutland at this time (although as we will see
later, one author believes that the arrival was from the west). They were likely an elite
group who lived side by side with the previous occupants who may have been serfs to
these war – like peoples for the first few generations. The incomers buried their dead in
hollowed out oak tree trunks in full costume and replaced the megalith tombs with simple
mounds as was done in southerly Danubian areas. These people may have brought their
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Indo – European language that was likely proto – Celtic. There is a possibility that these
may have been the ancestors of the Cimbri and this is the first hypothesis relative to the
arrival of the first S28-R1b1c10 group (proto – Cimbri) in Jutland, thus between
about 2350 and 1500 BC, amalgamating with the previous occupants including the more
ubiquitous M253-I1a, and S21-R1b1c9 – or forming an enclave if the numbers were large
enough. The latter among R1b1c subgroups predominates in Norway (except Vestfold),
and Friesland. In addition, R1b1c* and R1a1 would have been present when the new
immigrants arrived. The reason why the Cimbri of the area spoke Celtic and continued to
follow Celtic traditions such as the use of Druids and human sacrifices can be explained
on the basis of elite dominance rather than a complete replacement of the indigenous
proto – Germanic population, although the latter cannot be ruled out. Kristiansen (1998)
asserts that, Although the overall tendency today is to stress continuity in settlement and
culture between the Tumulus and Urnfield culture I find it difficult to maintain such a
peaceful picture. Furthermore, she believes that the evidence would support, as it does
with the Hallstatt – La Tene cultural change, a major reorganization of settlement and
economy, leading to the rise of strong, pioneer farming communities expanding into new
habitats both locally and over longer distances, supported by warrior chiefs (p. 385).

Haywood (2001), in his “Atlas of the Celtic World” (2001) shows a migration to Jutland
from the Kelheim / Unetice area from the 12th to the 8th Century BC, followed by a folk
movement from Jutland to Vestfold (Norway) and Skane (Sweden) between the 8th and
5th Centuries BC (Map, pp. 30-31). Here links were established to the south and to Greek
and Cypriot traders, leading to the formation of long – distance trade networks between
Jutland and the Rhone valley / northern Italy running through southern Germany and the
Rhine, with amber and animal products moving southward and Mycenaean prestige
goods and ideology moving northwards (Kristiansen, 1998, p. 378).

In Denmark dendochronologically dated intact Bronze Age burials in hollowed out tree
coffins date from 1468 BC. At Borum Eshoj near Arthus (Jutland) a noteworthy find
dated to 1344 BC, and finds at 22 other locations have been studied. The oldest of this
collection is 1468 BC, and the most recent about 1165 BC. The burials appear to cluster
around Ribe County and the Himmerland (later home of the Cimbri) regions.


